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Christmas Activities - Language and Literacy KS1      £14.25      ISBN 1 903853 66 4
Irene Yates
This photocopiable book has been specially written to take you through the time leading up to Christmas with the Term 1 targets of the National Literacy Strategy specifically in mind. The book contains word, sentence and text activities for each year &endash; from reception through to Year 2. Activities include using cues when reading a Christmas pictogram, writing a letter to Santa, reading simple instructions to make Christmas decorations, practising reading high frequency words on Christmas crackers, word searches to identify new phonemes, designing their own stationery and organizing instructions sequentially.
Now you can exploit the children's natural enthusiasm for the season and inspire them to create especially good work with this bank of fun, stimulating ideas and activities &endash; so you can all enjoy the run-up to Christmas.
Click here to see a sample page.
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How to Sparkle at Alphabet Skills   £14.25     ISBN 1 897675 17 8
Jo Laurence 
Ideal for teaching children how to form letters correctly. The 40 photocopiable worksheets in this book are designed to teach children how to recognise capital and lower case letters and to extend their knowledge of those letters into sequencing them. It is crucial that children learn the correct way to form each letter when they start to write. The book offers guidance on how to teach this for left and right-handed children. The activities allow children to practise tracing and then copying letters.
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How to Sparkle at Grammar and Punctuation   £14.25   ISBN 1 897675 19 4
Irene Yates
This book contains 40 photocopiable worksheets, which introduce, reinforce and consolidate concepts of punctuation, parts of speech, sequencing, and sentence construction.
This book provides a flexible but structured approach to teaching children how to acquire good syntax and punctuation. The concept of 'sentence' is quite difficult for children to acquire because it is so abstract. It is not enough for most children to reiterate that sentences begin with a capital letter, have a verb and end with a full stop. That does not explain what a sentence is, only how to mark one. Many of the tasks in this book are designed to help with such concept building. The activities include
· learning about : 

· doing words
· naming words
· describing words
· choosing the right word
· finding pairs
· identifying opposites
· thinking of words
· understanding the right order
· understanding the concept of a sentence
· learning when to use capital letters
· practising how to complete sentences
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How to Sparkle at Nursery Rhymes   £14.25   ISBN 1 897675 16 X
Jo Laurence
The rhythm of nursery rhymes helps children to remember the words which, in turn, helps to develop their auditory memory skills. When they have learned the words and then see them in print, they can 'read' them, Not only will this give them a greater understanding of how the written word represents the sung or spoken word, but it will also help to develop their visual memory. This book gives the words of 20 nursery rhymes. The 38 photocopiable worksheets contain a mixture of activities :
· putting pictures in the right sequence
· tracing letters
· colouring pictures
· attaching words to the right object
· writing simple words
· visual memory reinforcement
· finding rhyming words
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How to Sparkle at Phonics   £14.25   ISBN 1 897675 14 3
Jo Laurence
This book is one of a set of four devoted to basic strategies which will help early or emerging readers to find their way through the maze of complicated skills which make up the ability to read. All the activities in this book are to do with learning sounds and using that knowledge to build words. It is widely recognised today that 'onset' and 'rime' are very important skills for the early reader to acquire and this book focuses on beginning, medial, and ending sounds, as well as on rhyme. The 40 photocopiable sheets in this book use riddles, puzzles, and structured activities to help develop and assess children's understanding of phonics.
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How to Sparkle at Prediction Skills   £14.25   ISBN 1 897675 15 1
Jo Laurence
This book is part of a set of four devoted to basic strategies which will help emerging readers develop their skills. It contains 40 photocopiable worksheets. All the activities are to do with prediction skills and word recognition. They are designed to to teach children to predict and anticipate which words come next, through their awareness of context and syntax, and to build up a basic sight vocabulary of words which they will meet often.
The activities include:
· naming objects in pictures
· completing sentences with the word(s) which make the most sense
· recognising that words with the same sound can have different meanings
· word searches
· sorting jumbled up letters into words
· writing word portraits
spotting identical pairs of words in lists
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How to Sparkle at Reading Comprehension   £14.25   ISBN 1 903853 44 3
Jonny Zucker
A host of comprehension activities to use in the 20 minutes of independent work in the literacy hour. Each activity covers at least one comprehension objective of the National Literacy Strategy.
Click here to see a sample page.
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How to Sparkle at Word Level Activities   £14.25   ISBN 1 897675 90 9
Rebecca Taylor
Designed to provide an abundance of word level activities for use in the 20 minutes of independent work of the literacy hour. These tried and tested activities will save you hours of preparation and planning time and will really get your class motivated.
Click here to see a sample page.
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How to Sparkle at Writing Stories and Poems   £14.25   ISBN 1 897675 18 6
Irene Yates
This book will help early and beginning writers to master some of the skills of composition and writing conventions. All of the activities stimulate creative writing, in the form of story or poetry. They are designed to give children lots of ideas and to help them plan and develop those ideas. The book contains 40 photocopiable worksheets. Pupils are asked to describe what is happening in some pictures drawn in the worksheets, to write a story about their best friends, and about other topics such as who they would like to be, or what it would be like if their world shrinks in size, or if they had the power of magic. They are also given suggestions for poems of different types, for example acoustic poems, shape poems, and poems about feelings. The tasks are designed to be open-ended so that they will be a stimulus for children of all abilities and of any age between 5 and 7. Some children may produce just one or two lines of writing whereas others will produce many lines. Some of the extension activities will encourage children to think of different audiences for their writing. This idea of audience awareness is one that can be cultivated from a very early age, even though it may not be assimilated until much later.
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Speaking and Listening Games
£17.00
ISBN 1 903853 56 6
Margaret Curran
Speaking and Listening Games contains 112 pages including 51 photocopiable sheets which will help preschool and primary children to :
· develop listening and attention skills
· understand language
· develop expressive language.
The games will stimulate children's language skills and provide them with a strong foundation on which other literacy work can be built. The games are simple to play. They can be adapted easily for use with children of varying ages and abilities. Children will love playing these innovative games and will develop key language skills at the same time.
Click here to see a sample page.
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The Blends Book
Activities for learning and Teaching Consonant Blends
£17.00
ISBN 1 903853 53 2
Rachel Goodchild
This book is aimed at those children who already have confidence with initial sounds.
Each consonant blend featured is accompanied by a creative activity and two fun reading activities designed both to consolidate blend recognition and use, and to extend children's knowledge in a stimulating way.
Activities include:
· finding word meanings
· identifying blends
· crosswords
· word building
· cloze activities
· rhymes
· word families
Click here to see a sample page.
