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The 'How to Dazzle at ....' books are aimed at 11-16 year olds who are working at levels 2 - 3 of the National Curriculum (Scottish levels D-E).
Each book:
· contains over 40 photocopiable sheets focusing on specific skills
· has a clear, easy to use layout, with minimal amount of writing on each sheet and a 'grown up' feel
· contains high interest subject matter for maximum motivation,
· has tasks which have been kept fairly short to facilitate concentration.

How to Dazzle at Grammar £14.25  ISBN 1 897675 461
Irene Yates
 
How to Dazzle at Grammar gives pupils the tools to be able to talk about and understand language development. It is now widely believed that many children who find English difficult to understand, actually have great success with deconstructing and fragmenting language and learning how it 'works' in an analytical way with constant reinforcement. The activities in this book help pupils to deconstruct language, and through this to improve their own use of language.
The pupils practise :
· building sentences
· identifying the subject and predicate of sentences
· picking out verbs
· getting the tense right
· writing: 

· adjectives
· adverbs
· nouns
· prepositions 
· pronouns
· using idioms
· asking questions
· using speech marks
· putting words in the right order
· using the comma in lists
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How to Dazzle at Macbeth   £14.25   ISBN 1 897675 933
Patrick Cunningham
Is this a new book about Macbeth I see before me? Yes. It is designed to give pupils with special needs in key stages 3 and 4 a deeper understanding of the play through a variety of activities which will stimulate, amuse and challenge.
How to Dazzle at Macbeth opens with a simple summary of the play's plot, followed by a collection of photocopiable practical activities and fun worksheets.
The activities include:
· who's who?
· crossword puzzles with clues from the play
· tests of knowledge of the play
· missing word exercises
· sequencing activities
· writing modern newspaper accounts of the story
· who said that?
· learning Shakespeare's words
 Click here to see a sample page.
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How to Dazzle at Reading   £14.25   ISBN 1 897675 445
Irene Yates
 
The activities in this book will help pupils:
· to understand and use a variety of decoding techniques; 
· to discriminate between sounds in words; to learn letters and letter combinations; and 
· to read words by sounding out and blending the sounds.
The pupils practise :
· identifing the sounds they hear at the start of specified words
· identifing the sounds they hear at the end of specified words
· the sounds of short vowels
· the sounds of long vowels
· identifing which words have a short 'oo' and which words have a long 'oo'
· identifing words which rhyme with a specified word
· filling in gaps in sentences and paragraphs
· changing the meaning of a word by changing its 'end' sound
· splitting up compound words into their components
· scanning texts
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How to Dazzle at Reading for Meaning   £14.25   ISBN 1 897675 518
Irene Yates
Part of the disaffection of pupils with special needs is the misery of failing time after time. These activities are designed to help these pupils to experience success and achievement. The activities break down into three definite strategies to help pupils read with more fluency and confidence:
· sequencing, 
· cloze procedures and 
· comprehension activities.
The activities include:
· describing the meanings of specified words
· finding words with the opposite meaning to a specified word
· finding words with a similar meaning to the specified word
· doing anagrams
· putting jumbled up sentences into the correct order
· filling in gaps in sentences and passages.
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How to Dazzle at Romeo and Juliet   £14.25   ISBN 1 897675 925
Patrick Cunningham
How to Dazzle at Romeo and Juliet is a collection of photocopiable games, practical activities and fun worksheets designed to give pupils with special needs in key stages 3 and 4 a deeper understanding of the play.
The book opens with a simple summary of the play's plot. The activities include:
· who's who?
· crossword puzzles with clues from the play
· tests of knowledge of the play
· missing word exercises
· sequencing activities
· writing modern newspaper accounts of the story
· who said that?
· identifying the imagery used by Shakespeare
· learning Shakespeare's words
 Click here to see a sample page.
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How to Dazzle at Spelling 
£14.25
ISBN 1 897675 47X
Irene Yates
Thiis book is a structured resource for teaching pupils to understand and commit sounds, letter strings and high frequency words to memory. The rules of spelling are often difficult for pupils to assimilate. because there are so many exceptions. The rules require reinforcement many times before they are understood. The activities in this book are designed to develop the pupils':
· visual and aural discrimination
· visual and aural recognition
· visual and aural memory.
Pupils will learn that if they visualize the words, as well as sound them out, they have a better chance of spelling them correctly.
The activities include:
· learning all the common rules of spelling
· spelling words containing: 

· short vowel sounds
· long vowel sounds
· groups of letters such as: 'ea', 'ee', 'ai'
· the silent 'e'
· the prefix dis
· words ending with 

· ed
· ight
· o
· ough
· tion
· y
· breaking words into syllables
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How to Dazzle at Twelth Night 
£14.25

         ISBN 1 903853 346
Irene Yates
How to Dazzle at Twelth Night is a collection of photocopiable games, practical activities and worksheets designed to give pupils with special needs in key stages 3 and 4 a better understanding of the play.
The book opens with a simple summary of the play's plot. The activities include:
· who's who?
· tests of knowledge of the play
· writing modern newspaper accounts of the story
· who said that?
· learning Shakespeare's words
Click here to see a sample page.
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How to Dazzle at Writing 
£14.25
ISBN 1 897675 453
Irene Yates
It is often the case that pupils of this age feel they are great writing failures because they have difficulty with the mechanics of the task. Many decide that they can't write because their handwriting or spelling is poor. The process of writing is actually about two different factors - the message and the messenger, the content and the ability to write the message down, the composing and the scripting skills. The activities in this book concentrate on composing skills. They help pupils to write in different genres, from letters and reports to song lyrics, stories and poetry.
Each activity includes stimulus material to set the scene and where necessary provides an example of the genre. The activities include:
· planning a story
· making notes
· devising a character
· writing a story
· 'telling it how it is'
· explaining the meaning of words to people who don't know them
· making lists
· writing a letter
· writing reviews of videos, films, and books
· writing a poem
· writing the lyrics for a song
